"THE  SPIRIT  OF  PREPAREDNESS" 


Painted  by  Edwin  H.  Blashfield  and  presented  to  the  National  Security  League  as  his  contribution 
to  the  patriotic  effort  to  secure  Adequate  National  Defense. 
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Annual  Report  of  the  President  of  the  National  Security 
League,  Inc.,  at  the  Annual  Meeting,  Hotel  Astor, 
New  York  City,  May  3rd,  1916. 

To  the  Members  of  The  National  Security  League: 

The  League  was  formed  about  December  i,  1914,  and  active  work  began  about 
fourteen  months  ago.  During  that  period  we  have  organized  upward  of  150 
branches,  80  Mayor's  Committees  for  Defense,  and  conducted  hundreds  of  meet- 
ings to  carry  forward  the  issue  of  preparedness. 

When  the  League  was  organized  our  object  was  to  bring  the  need  of  adequate 
defense  to  the  knowledge  of  American  people.  We  have  been  able  to  do  so,  and 
note  with  satisfaction  that  our  work  has  proceeded^  simply  as  advocacy  of  pre- 
paredness against  war,  and  not  as  a  plea  for  militarism  in  any  form. 

Our  demand  has  been  for  national  insurance  based  upon  present  world  con- 
ditions. We  have  been  non-partisan  and  neutral  in  our  endeavors.  We  have,  of 
course,  endeavored  to  influence  Congress.  We  have  not  maintained  any  lobby, 
but  have  adopted  the  course  of  informing  the  various  constituencies  of  the 
character  of  the  bills  pending  and  their  effect,  and  have  asked  them  to-  advise  their 
representatives  of  their  views. 

In  our  campaign  we  have  urged,  both  as  to  army  and  navy  measures,  that  the 
recommendations  of  the  experts  should  be  strictly  followed,  and  that  the  question 
of  cost  is  one  that  Americans  would  be  willing  to  meet  provided  the  money  is 
economically  and  properly  spent.  We  have  referred  to  the  improper  expenditure 
in  the  past  of  funds,  and  general  waste.  So  far,  we  have  not  seen  any  determined 
effort  to  remedy  this  condition,  but  we  trust  the  responsibility  therefor  will  be 
properly  placed  in  due  course.  The  League  should  give  this  matter  its  attention 
at  an    early  date. 

For  the  future  the  League  should  urge  legislation  strengthening  the  army  and 
should  particularly  aid  in  the  passage  of  a  proper  bill  for  the  development  of  the 
navy  to  at  least  second  place.  This  latter  objective  is  the  most  serious  matter 
before  the  American  people  at  this  time,  and  all  the  strength  of  the  League  should 
be  directed  in  that  direction,  once  the  army  bill  is  disposed  of.  I  cannot  be  too 
strong  in  my  emphasis  of  this  point. 

Almost  of  equal  importance  to  this  is  the  matter  of  obtaining  universal  obliga- 
tory training  of  the  youth  of  our  land.  When  we  first  suggested  that  this  was 
the  proper  remedy  not  alone  for  our  defenselessness,  but  for  many  national  ills, 
we  felt  that  we  were  proposing  something  which  could  not  conceivably  be  approved 
of  by  the  American  people;  but  we  now  know  that  wherever  the  suggestion  has 
been  made  it  has  been  generally  accepted  and  understood,  and  we  are  confident 
that  if  properly  presented  by  the  League  it  will  find  general  popular  acceptance. 
This  work  will  have  a  far-reaching,  beneficial  effect  on  the  country,  and  should 
be  consistently  and  continuously  advanced. 

The  growth  of  the  League  has  brought  to  its  ranks  leading  citizens  in  every 
community— men  to  whom  patriotism  is  a  religion  and  who  are  willing  to  make 
sacrifices  of  every  nature  in  order  to  protect  and  upbuild  our  nation.  I  feel  that 
we  have  achieved- a  splendid  result  in  being  a  unifying  force  for  such  men  and 
women,  and  that  there  is  no  other  organization  in  America  that  represents  the 
personnel  that  the  League  has  enrolled,  and  that  we  should  fail  in  our  duty  if  we 
did  not  try  to  meet  with  broad  vision  all  the  opportunities  that  are  before  us 

Our  nation's  unpreparedness,  in  view  of  the  expenditures  and  far-sighted 
recommendations  of  our  experts— made  repeatedly  during  the  last  decade  and  the 
neglect  of  successive  administrations,  each  in  turn— is  a  clear  index  of  general 
conditions  affecting  this  country.  National  security  cannot  be  obtained  solely  by 
force  of  arms,  no  matter  how  great.  It  must  come  from  national  integrity  and 
vigilance  reflecting  the  soul  of  a  people  who  will  not  tolerate  neglect  or  inefficiency 
Coupled  with  this  spirit  there  must  be  a  thorough  understanding  on  the  part  of  the 
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people  of  what  good  government  means,  as  developed  by  the  most  progressive 
nations. 

The  American  people  can  no  longer  rely  upon  their  broad  charter  of  liberties 
to  maintain  national  supremacy,  unless  the  individual  is  prepared  to  give  service 
by  thought  and  active  political  endeavor  to  the  upbuilding  of  the  country.  The 
strength  of  the  nation  bears  a  direct  relation  to  the  extent  to  which  patriotic  effort 
is  given  to  it  by  its  citizens  in  general.  Our  country  has  done  well  in  the  past 
through  our  enthusiasm  for  love  of  liberty,  boundless  energy  and  natural  resources, 
but  something  more  is  requisite.  To  maintain  our  world  power  and  to  assure  that 
it  is  not  foredoomed  to  failure  and  possible  disintegration,  constructive  work  is 
now  necessary,  in  view  of  the  complexity  of  international  relations  and  policies, 
the  increase  of  our  population,  and  new  national  problems. 

In  advocating  national  security  we  should  adopt  as  a  principle  that,  notwith- 
standing the  ambitions  of  other  powers,  we  can  secure  preparedness  of  the  general 
character  recently  referred  to  by  Secretary  Baker  as  "miltary,  industrial  and 
spiritual  preparedness,"  and  can  avoid  war.  At  the  present  time,  the  greater  glory 
for  Americans  is  to  work  and  think  for  America  rather  than  fight  and  die  for  it. 

_  The  League  should  do  everything  in  its  power  to  assure  national  security,  and 
while  I  would  not  advocate  any  diversion  from  our  concentrated  efforts  toward 
military  preparedness  for  the  movement,  I  recommend  that  it  appoint  a  committee 
on  the  broader  aspect  of  preparedness  which  would  have  as  its  objective  the 
bringing  to  the  American  people,  by  the  aid  of  the  best  obtainable  lecturers  and 
writers,  a  realization  of  what  is  being  done  by  other  great  patriotic  peoples  for  the 
development  of  their  nationalities;  (2)  what  modern  methods  of  organization  mean 
in  establishing  the  permanence  of  a  state ;  and  (3)  the  menace  to  our  country  and 
the  loss  to  the  individual  through  inefficient  government  by  the  people,  whether 
municipal,  state  or  nation.  We  cannot  hope  or  expect  in  this  country  to  adopt,  nor 
do  we  want,  parental  government,  or  efficiency  made  a  burder  rather  than  an  aid 
to  individualism  or  democracy ;  but  there  should  be  general  knowledge  on  the 
part  of  our  citizens  of  what  is  being  done  by  competitive  nations. 

America  will  not  maintain  its  position  unless  its  citizens  devote  a  larger  share 
of  individual  service  to  the  country,  and  if  the  League  approaches  these  questions 
forcibly,  yet  tactfully,  it  can  secure  a  measure  of  support  for  a  campaign  of  this 
character  that  will  enable  it  to  be  of  permanent  benefit  to  the  country.  The  people 
will  find  their  own  solution  for  these  problems  if  they  are  clearly  presented  to  them, 
and  universities,  academies,  schools,  granges,  labor  unions  and  numerous  patriotic 
bodies  are,  I  am  sure,  perfectly  willing  to  take  up  the  discussion  of  these  subjects 
as  I  propose  if  we  will  but  give  them  data  in  proper  form. 

There  has  been  no  time  in  the  history  of  America  when  the  opportunity  for 
constructive  work,  for  strengthening  the  nation,  is  as  great  as  it  is  to-day,  and  if  we 
can  carry  still  further  the  gospel  of  the  newer  patriotism,  in  the  manner  indicated, 
the  result  will  be  far-reaching.  We  can  concentrate  ourselves  with  the  greatest 
confidence  to  the  broad  work  of  the  League,  knowing  that  its  direct  result  will  be 
of  service  not  alone  to  our  own_ countrymen,  but  to  the  world  at  large. 

To  do  this,  all  should  unite  in  spreading  knowledge  of  our  principles,  in 
strengthening  the  League  and  its  branches  by  obtaining  new  members,  and  securing 
the  co-operation  of  men  of  influence  in  their  various  communities  as  active  par- 
ticipants in  the  work. 

The  scope  of  the  work  of  the  League  is  so  great  that  there  is  every  incentive 
and  opportunity  for  large  numbers  of  men  and  women  to  carry  its  endeavor 
forward  and  add  to  its  power  as  a  stimulus  to  the  nation. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  expressing  the  deepest  sense  of  gratitude  for 
the  continuous  aid  and  assistance  that  have  been  given  to  the  central  organization 
by  the  members  of  the  various  branches,  and  for  the  loyal  efforts  and  support  of 
the  staff  at  headquarters.    Respectfully  submitted, 

S.  STANWOOD  MENKEN,  President. 

New  York,  May  3,  1916. 
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Official  Bulletin  of 
Th«  National  Security  League,  Inc. 
National  Headquarters, 
31  Pine  Street,  New  York  City. 

JOSEPH  H.  CHOATE,  Honorary  President. 

ALTON  B.  PARKER,  Honorary  Vice-President. 

ROBERT  BACON,  President. 

S.  STANWOOD  MENKEN.  New  York. 

GEORGE  WHARTON  PEPPER,  Philadelphia. 

FREDERIC  L.  HUIDEKOPER,  Washington. 

ERIC  FISHER  WOOD,  Pittsburgh. 

GEORGE  VON  L.  MEYER,  Boston. 

WILLET  M.  SPOONER,  Milwaukee. 

LUKE  E.  WRIGHT,  Memphis. 

Vice-Presidents. 
HERBERT  BARRY,  Secretary. 
EDWARD  H.  CLARK,  Treasurer. 
HENRY  L.  WEST,  Executive  Secretary. 
MRS.  A.  J.  GEORGE,  Director  of  Branches. 

NEW  YORK,  MAY,  1916 


AT  WORK  IN  THE  SOUTH. 


Important  Conferences  Held  Under 
Auspices  of  the  National  Security 
League — National  Defense  Days  at 
Knoxville   and    Chattanooga  Will 
Follow  the  Charleston  Event. 
The  National  Defense  Conference 
held  by  the  National  Security  League 
in  Charleston,  S.  C,  resulted  in  wide 
publicity  for  the  cause  of  prepared- 
ness throughout  the  South  and  to  an 
invitation  from  the  Knoxville  Board 
of  Commerce  for  a  National  Defense 
Day  in  that  city  on  May  27th.  ~ 

Governor  Rye  of  Tennessee  will 
preside  at  the  meeting  to  be  held  in 
the  afternoon  at  the  Opera  House, 
when  addresses  will  be  delivered  by 
Henry  A.  Wise  Wood,  Chairman  of 
the  Conference  Committee  on  National 
Preparedness;  Eric  Fisher  Wood, 
author  of  the  "Note  Book  of  an  At- 
tache"; Glen  Allen,  of  the  Lincoln 
Memorial  University,  and  General  E. 
W.  Nichols,  Superintendent  of  the 
Virginia  Military  Institute,  Lexington, 
Va.  The  exhibition  of  the  patriotic 
motion  picture  film,  "Defense  or 
Tribute,"  will  also  be  a  feature  of  this 
session. 

At  night  a  banquet  will  be  held  at 


which,  among  other  speakers,  will  be 
Robert  R.  McCormick,  Editor  of  the 
Chicago  Tribune,  and  Mr.  S.  Stanwood 
Menken,  Vice-President  of  the  Na- 
tional Security  League  and  Chairman 
of  the  Executive  Committee  of  that 
organization. 

This  conference  in  Knoxville  will 
be  followed  by  a  National  Defense 
Conference  of  Mayors  in  Chattanooga 
on  June  2-3,  the  session  on  Saturday 
afternoon,  June  3,  being  assigned  to 
the  National  Security  League.  This 
Mayors'  Conference  is  a  sequel  to  the 
gathering  in  St.  Louis  on  March  3-4 
in  which  the  National  Security 
League  took  a  prominent  part.  The 
League  is  making  every  effort  to 
stimulate  an  interest  in  national  de- 
fense in  the  South.  The  conferences 
in  which  it  has  participated  have 
proved  most  successful  and  have  con- 
tributed largely  to  the  spread  of  the 
gospel  of  preparedness. 


ROBERT  BACON 
President  National  Security  League 
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ANNUAL  MEETING. 


Delegates  from  League  Branches  Meet 
and  Elect  Officers. 


A  splendid  gathering  of  delegates 
from  all  sections  of  the  country 
marked  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
National  Security  League  at  the  Hotel 
Astor  on  the  afternoon  of  May  3. 
More  than  thirty  branches  were  repre- 
sented. 

After  President  Menken  had  read 
his  annual  report,  which  will  be  found 
elsewhere  in  this  issue,  Col.  William 
C.  Church,  editor  of  the  Army  and 
Navy  Journal,  presented  a  letter  from 
Henry  L.  Stimson,  former  Secretary 
of  War,  as  follows: 

"In  whatever  action  the  League  may  take 
in  regard  to  its  officers  for  the  coming  year 
sight  should  not  be  lost  of  the  invaluable 
services  which  have  been  rendered  by  Mr. 
Menken,  from  the  formation  of  the  League  up 
to  the  present  time.  It  was  his  mind  which 
conceived  of  the  plan  for  the  formation  of  this 
Association  and  it  was  his  vigor  and  unselfish 
devotion  which  have  brought  it  to  its  present 
commanding  position.  I  think  that  every  citi- 
zen of  this  country  who  is  interested  in  the 
cause  of  national  preparedness  owes  Mr.  Men- 
ken a  debt  of  gratitude  which  it  is  difficult  to 
overestimate.  The  National  Security  League, 
with  its  many  branches,  has  taken  the  lead 
among  all  similar  agencies  of  this  country  in 
advocating  a  sane  measure  of  preparation  for 
national  defense.  It  has  not  compromised  its 
influence  by  bitterness  or  partisan  attacks  nor 
by  the  advocacy  of  measures  which  could  not 
be  justified  by  reasonable  men.  That  such  is 
the  case  has  been  principally  due  to  Mr.  Men- 
ken's earnest  labors  and  his  complete  subordi- 
nation of  his  own  time  and  convenience  to 
this  national  work. 

"I  sincerely  hope  that  some  steps  will  be 
taken  to  record  our  appreciation  of  his  labors." 

Col.  Church  thereupon  nominated 
Mr.  Menken  as  President  of  the 
League.  After  the  applause  had  sub- 
sided, a  rising  unanimous  vote  was 
taken.  Mr.  Menken,  in  a  short  ad- 
dress, thanked  Col.  Church  and  the 
delegates  for  the  honor,  but  stated 
that  he  must  decline  it.  On  motion  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  prepare  a 
resolution  expressing  appreciation  of 
Mr.  Menken's  invaluable  services  to 
the  League  and  to  the  cause  of  pre- 
paredness. 

Col.  Lydecker  stated  that  it  was  the 
desire  of  the  Nominating  Committee 
that  Mr.  Menken  should  continue  and 
thereupon  moved,  as  Chairman  of  that 


Committee,  that  Mr.  Menken  be  asked 
to  accept  the  presidency  for  the  en- 
suing year.  On  the  reiterated  refusal 
of  Mr.  Menken  to  accept  the  office, 
Col.  Lydecker  read  the  following 
nominations : 

Honorary  President — Joseph  H. 
Choate. 

Honorary  Vice-President — Alton  B. 
Parker. 

President — Robert  Bacon. 
Vice-Presidents — S.  Stanwood  Men- 
ken, George  Wharton  Pepper,  Fred- 
eric L.  Huidekoper,  Eric  Fisher 
Wood,  George  von  L.  Meyer,  Willet 
M.  Spooner,  Luke  E.  Wright. 

Secretary — Herbert  Barry. 
Treasurer — E.  H.  Clark. 

Chairman  Board  of  Directors— 
Charles  E.  Lydecker. 

Directors — Franklin  Q.  Brown, 
Charles  E.  Lydecker,  K.  H.  Cham- 
berlin,  Henry  L.  Stimson,  C.  Willing 
Hare,  W.  C.  Church,  H.  B.  Harris, 
Chase  Mellen,  Lawrence  F.  Abbott. 

Members  at  Large  of  the  Executive 
Committee — John  F.  Stevens,  Ralph 
D.  Mershon,  William  H.  Wiley, 
G.  Creighton  Webb,  Henry  A. 
Wise  Wood,  Raymond  B.  Price, 
Eversley  Childs,  Arthur  Woods,  Rob- 
ert L.  Bacon,  Karl  H.  Behr,  Alexan- 
der Laughlin  (Pennsylvania),  D.  J. 
Haff  #  (Missouri),  W.  H.  Hobbs 
(Michigan). 

The  list  as  read  was  unanimously 
elected,  the  secretary  being  instructed 
to  cast  the  ballot. 

Mr.  Menken  requested  the  delegates 
present  to  name  an  additional  dele- 
gate at  large  on  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee from  their  several  states  and 
the  roster  of  the  branches  was  called 
with  the  following  result: 

Colorado — Philip  B.  Stewart. 

Connecticut — Osborne  A.  Day. 

Massachusetts — Guy  Murchie. 

Missouri — George  M.  Brown. 

Pennsylvania — Percy  H.  Clark. 

Wisconsin — August  H.  Vogel. 

New  York — Evan  Hollister. 

Illinois— H.  H.  Merrick. 

New  Jersey — John  Grier  Hibben. 

Mr.  Menken  suggested  that  the 
Executive  Committee  appoint  an  ad- 
ministrative committee  to  carry  on 
its  work  during  the  interval  between 
meetings.  On  motion  it  was  resolved 
to  appoint  such  a  committee  as  fol- 
lows: Messrs.  S.  Stanwood  Menken, 
Eric  Fisher  Wood,  Ralph  D.  Mer- 
shon, John  F.  Steven:?.  The  annual 
meeting  then  adjourned. 
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WHAT  THE  BRANCHES  ARE  DOING 

Activity  for  Preparedness  Shown  in  All  Sections  of  the  Country  by 
Workers  for  the  Cause. 

Two  State  Capitals  have  recently  organized  Branches  of  the  National  Security 
League, — Trenton,  N.  J.,  and  Hartford,  Conn.  A  mass  meeting  was  held  in  Tren- 
ton and  more  than  a  hundred  members  have  joined  the  National  Security  League. 


Hartford  holds  a  mass  meeting  on  June  2.  Hon.  Morgan  G.  Bulkley  is  Hon- 
orary Chairman  and  ex-Mayor  L.  R.  Cheney,  Chairman  of  the  Hartford  Branch. 
Rev.  Dr.  Henry  Ferguson,  whose  article  on  The  Swiss  Military  System  has  been 
largely  circulated  by  the  National  Security  League,  is  one  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 


The  Brooklyn  Branch  has  donated  $350  to  Headquarters  for  general  educational 
work.  The  Buffalo  Branch  sent  in  a  check  of  $500  to  be  applied  to  extension  work 
in  new  territory.  Smaller  Branches  have  sent  in  contributions  which,  with  the 
above,  total  more  than  $1,500  received  since  April  1.  This  means  light  for  States 
which  sit  in  darkness. 


The  Massachusetts  Branch  held  its  first  annual  meeting  on  May  16.  Chas.  H. 
Cole,  Adjutant  General  M.  V.  M.,  was  elected  Chairman  of  the  Branch  for  the 
ensuing  year.  Captain  Remy  Faesch,  22d  Infantry  Regiment  of  the  Republic  of 
Switzerland,  held  an  audience  which  filled  Tremont  Temple  with  his  graphic  talk  on 
the  Swiss  System.    Eric  Fisher  Wood  spoke  on  "Universal  Service." 


Westfield,  N.  J.,  has  a  lively  organization.  It  has  undertaken-  a  special  Fourth 
of  July  celebration.  It  has  under  way  the  formation  of  a  rifle  company,  a  motor- 
cycle brigade  to  be  equipped  with  rapid  firing  machine  guns ;  and  a  drill  squad  to  be 
taught  the  manual  of  arms  and  ordinary  infantry  formation  and  manoeuvers. 
Members  of  the  Security  League  will  act  as  escort  to  the  G.  A.  R.  men  on  Memorial 
Day. 


Wherever  Preparedness  Parades  are  organized  the  local  branches  of  the  Na- 
tional Security  League  give  hearty  support.  Chicago,  St.  Louis,  Baltimore  and 
Los  Angeles  members  are  actively  at  work.  Boston  has  a  Preparedness  Day  with  a 
Parade  on  May  27.  Major  Henry  L.  Higginson,  a  member  of  the  League,  is  Chair- 
man of  the  Parade  Committee.  Thousands  of  members  of  the  New  York  City 
Branch  turned  out  in  the  ranks  of  marchers  in  the  Preparedness  Parade  of  May  13. 


The  same  mail  brings  letters  from  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  and  Skowhegan,  Me.,  to 
enquire  how  local  committees  of  the  National  Security  League  may  be  formed. 
Somerset  County  in  which  Skowhegan  is  situated  holds  a  National  Defense  week. 
Congressman  Peters  whose  district  includes  Somerset  County  voted  "Yes"  on  the 
Kahn  Amendment,  paired  in  favor  of  the  army  provision  of  250,000  men  and  voted 
to  retain  Section  56  (Volunteer  Army)  in  the  Army  Bill.  Here  is  a  Congressman 
who  represents  his  District  and  whose  district  reinforces  his  vote  by  action. 

Since  April  1  the  total  membership  in  the  four  Ohio  cities  of  Cincinnati,  Cleve- 
land, Dayton  and  Columbus  has  been  increased  by  the  addition  of  more  than  1,700 
names. 

San  Antonio,  Texas,  has  a  membership  of  more  than  a  hundred. 

Philadelphia  has  a  roster  of  4,570  regular  members.  An  organized  force  of 
151  speakers  within  6  weeks  held  332  meetings  and  has  addressed  over  150,000 
workingmen.   

The  District  of  Columbia  Branch  of  the  National  Security  League  has  been 
organized'  with  Hon.  David  Jayne  Hill  as  Honorary  President  and  F.  L.  Huide- 
koper,  as  President.  Hon.  Henry  Breckenridge  and  Henry  H.  Ward  are  among 
the  Vice-Presidents. 
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THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 
SAYS  WE  OUGHT  TO  HAVE 
THE  GREATEST  NAVY  IN  THE  WORLD. 

"Do  you  realize  the  task  of  the  navy?  Have  you 
ever  let  your  imagination  dwell  upon  the  enormous 
stretch  of  coast  from  the  Canal  to  Alaska?  from  the 
Canal  to  the  northern  corner  of  Maine?  There  is  no 
other  navy  in  the  world  that  has  to  cover  so  great  an 
area  of  defense  as  the  American  Navy,  and  it  ought  in 
my  judgment  to  be  incomparably  the  greatest  navy  in 
the  world." 

Woodrow  Wilson,  St.  Louis  Speech. 


PATRICK  HENRY'S  WARNING. 


When  Patrick  Henry  uttered  his  impassioned  appeal  to  the  Virginia  Con- 
vention in  1775,  he  said: 

"Tt  is  vain,  sir,  to  extenuate  the  matter.  Gentlemen  may  cry  peace,  peace, 
but  there  is  no  peace.  The  war  is  actually  begun.  The  next  gale  that  sweeps 
from  the  north  will  bring  to  our  ears  the  clash  of  resounding  arms.  Our 
brethren  are  already  in  the  field. 

"Why  stand  we  here  idle?  What  is  it  that  gentlemen  wish?  What  would 
they  have?  Is  life  so  dear,  or  peace  so  sweet,  as  to  be  purchased  at  the  price 
of  chains  and  slavery?  Forbid  it,  Almighty  God!  I  know  not  what  course 
others  may  take,  but,  as  for  me.  give  me  liberty  or  give  me  death!" 


WASHINGTON  ON  PREPAREDNESS. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  World: 

In  1787,  when  presiding  at  the  Federal  convention  to  frame  the  Constitution 
(says  the  Encyclopaedia  Britannica,  ninth  edition,  page  389),  Washington  "took 
no  part  in  the  debates  beyond  such  suggestive  hints  as  his  proposal  to  amend  a 
restriction  of  the  standing  army  to  5,000  men  by  forbidding  any  enemy  to  invade 
the  United  States  with  more  than  3,000."  J.  W.  Sullivan. 

Brooklyn,  May  10. 


"It  is  better  to  be  ready  for  war  and  not  have  it 
than  to  have  war  and  not  be  ready  for  it." 

GENERAL  LEONARD  WOOD. 

Extract  from  speech  delivered  before  New  York 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  March  22,  1916 


We  Need  Funds— We  Need  Your  Membership 

Help  the  Cause  of  Adequate  Preparedness  for 
National  Defense  and  thus  Insure  Our  Country's  Safety. 

Weakness  Invites  Attack  —  Safety  lies  only  in 
Strength. 


Form  5  E 

The  National  Security  League,  Inc. 

31  PINE  STREET  NEW  YORK 

"If  we  desire  to  avoid  insult,  we  must  be  able  to  repel  it;  if  we  desire 
to  secure  peace,  one  of  the  most  powerful  instruments  of  our  rising  pros- 
perity, it  must  be  known,  that  we  are  at  all  times  ready  for  war." 

From  speech  of  President  Washington  to  Congress  Dec.  3,  1793. 

Until  world  disarmament  is  assured,  the  United  States  must  be  prepared  to 
defend  itself. 

To  arouse  the  American  people  to  a  knowledge  of  our  unprepared  condition , 
and  thus  to  impel  action  by  Congress,  The  National  Security  League  was  or- 
ganized.   It  is  doing  an  effective,  patriotic  work. 

We  ask  your  help.  We  are  supported  entirely  by  voluntary  contributions 
and  membership  fees.    The  more  you  help  us,  the  more  we  can  do. 

Sign  this  blank  and  send  it  to  headquarters — NOW. 


The  National  Security  League,  Inc. 

31  PINE  STREET,  NEW  YORK 

Believing  in  the  aims  and  purposes  of  The  National  Security  League,  Inc., 
I  desire  to  be  enrolled  as  a  member  of  this  League  in  the  class  which  I  have 
designated  below  with  a  cross-mark  X,  and  I  enclose  my  check  herewith  for 
$  in  payment  for  dues. 

(  ....Life  $25.00  j 

MEMBERSHIP    )  ....Contributing  (yearly). .  .$5.00  >  (Indicate  class  of 

J  (      membership  desired) 

f  ....Annual  $1.00  I 


Name  

(Please  write  name  and  address  with  particular  care), 

Address]  Cit^ 

I  Street  


Dated  191   State  

Make  check  payable  to  The  National  Security  League,  Inc 

Depository— Columbia-Trust-Company. 


If  you  are  a  member  give  this  blank  to  a  friend, 
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Announcement  of  1917  Congress  for  Con- 
structive  Patriotism,  Preparedness 
and  Efficiency 

THE  National  Security  League  has  made  known  the 
elementary  needs  for  military  and  naval  preparedness. 
Disregard  of  the  question  of  defense  in  the  past  by  the 
people  of  the  United  States  is,  however,  merely  symptomatic  of 
general  national  inefficiency.  This  condition  is  primarily  due  to 
the  absence  of  a  national  patriotic  spirit,  which  impels  self- 
sacrifice  for  national  pre-eminence  and  study  of  broader  problems 
of  statecraft  and  international  relations.  The  great  body  of  our 
citizens  is  ignorant  of  national  needs,  and  of  the  aims  of  great 
nations.  They  have  no  clear  ideas  of  what  our  policies  as  a 
nation  should  be. 

To  awaken  the  American  people  to  a  deeper  meaning  of 
Preparedness  and  a  consideration  of  a  practical  remedy  for 
existing  conditions  is  the  most  important  work  the  League  can  do 
for  permanent  national  security. 

It  is  felt  that  this  can  best  be  done  through  the  League 
holding  in  January,  1917,  in  Washington,  a  Congress  for  the 
discussion  of  questions  relative  to  constructive  patriotism,  pre- 
paredness and  efficiency.  We  hope  in  this  way  to  bring  before 
the  American  people  the  necessities  of  a  solution  of  these  prob- 
lems. It  will  be  the  purpose  of  this  committee  to  make  the 
gathering  in  every  sense  important  and  of  lasting  value. 

The  Executive  Committee, 

S.  Stanwood  Menken, 

Chairman 
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LEAGUE  MEMBERS  AT  WORK. 


Helping  the  Cause  of  Preparedness  in 
Every  Section. 


Reports  received  at  the  national 
headquarters  of  the  National  Security 
League  show  that  members  every- 
where are  helping  the  cause  of  pre- 
paredness. We  have  not  space 
enough  in  "Our  Country"  to  present 
even  a  fraction  of  these  reports,  but 
some  typical  instances  of  good  work 
are  given,  as  follows: 

Prof.  Wm.  H.  Hobbs,  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Michigan,  and  Chairman  of 
the  Ann  Arbor  branch,  recently  con- 
tributed to  the  Detroit  Free  Press  a 
valuable  article  showing  the  worth- 
lessness  of  partial  defense.  "The  real 
question,"  wrote  Prof.  Hobbs,  "is,  in 
dealing  with  defense  measures,  shall 
we  follow  the  advice  of  the  experts, 
or  shall  we  adopt  a  program  laid  out 
on  amateur  lines  and  one  which,  worse 
than  none,  can  only  lead  to  national 
disaster?"  Prof.  Hobbs  demonstrated 
that  the  defense  legislation  fell  far 
short  of  the  recommendations  of  the 
army  and  navy  experts. 

In  Westfield,  N.  J.,  two  members  of 
the  National  Security  League,  Messrs. 
George  E.  Hayes  and  Leigh  M.  Pear- 
sall,  have  done  splendid  work  in  fur- 
nishing their  local  newspapers  with 
articles  appealing  to  patriotic  senti- 
ment and  creating  interest  in  the  work 
of  the  League. 

League  members  have  been  active 
in  organizing  preparedness  parades 
in  New  York,  St.  Louis,  Chicago,  Bos- 
ton, Memphis,  Knoxville,  Washington. 
Dayton,  Providence,  Hartford  and  at 
least  twenty  other  cities  and  towns. 

Members  of  National  Security 
League  branches  in  Minneapolis,  Chi- 
cago, St.  Louis,  Trenton,  Hudson,  N. 
Y.,  and  elsewhere,  have  done  effec- 
tive work  in  aiding  families  left  de- 
pendent by  the  departure  of  members 
of  the  National  Guard. 


Our  standing  army  is  mostly  stand- 
ing. What  we  need  is  a  larger 
mobile  army. 

Fear  God  and  keep  your  powder 
dry. 


PATRIOTISM   VS.  PORK. 


Ripon,  Wis.,  Affords  an  Example  of 
Unselfish  Patriotism. 


Congress  recently  appropriated  $75.- 
000  for  a  public  building  in  Ripon, 
Wis.,  but  when  the  Mexican  troubles 
necessitated  the  calling  out  of  the 
National  Guard  the  citizens  of  Ripon 
met  and  adopted  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  citizen*  of  Ripon,  whose 
sons  enlisted  in  Company  D,  Wisconsin  Na- 
tional Guard,  are  now  encamped  at  Camp 
Douglas  in  response  to  the  summons  of  Presi- 
dent Wilson;  whose  boys  of  other  days  were 
among  the  first  to  answer  the  call  of  their 
country  in  the  Spanish  and  Civil  Wars;  whose 
patriotism  and  loyalty  has  ever  been  abounding 
and  unstinted;  with  the  tearful  farewells  of 
mothers,  wives,  sisters,  and  sweethearts  of  sol- 
diers fresh  in  their  memory;  with  the  echoes 
of  the  footsteps  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic  in  State  encampment  assembled  still 
lingering  in  their  ears,  earnestly  request  their 
Representatives  in  Congress  to  immediately  in- 
troduce and  strive  to  secure  the  passage  of  an 
act  diverting  _  the  appropriation  made  for  a 
Federal  building  in  Ripon  from  its  original 
purpose  and  applying  it  ipecifically  to  the  equip- 
ment of  the  National  Army,  preferably  in  the 
perfection  of  the  aviation  service. 

"As  an  example  of  disinterested  pa- 
triotism," says  the  St.  Paul  Pioneer 
Press,  "this  action  of  a  typical,  and 
yet  unusual,  American  community  of 
the  middle  West  is  most  noble  and 
inspiring.  We  have  been  insisting 
that  the  people  were  tired  of  pork 
barrel  politics,  and  the  attitude  of  the 
citizens  of  Ripon  helps  clinch  the  ar- 
gument." 


AIDS    STAMFORD  BRANCH. 


Patriotic    Citizen    Generously  Sends 
Five  Young  Men  to  Plattsburg. 

From  the  New  York  Times. 

Stamford,  Conn.,  June  24. — Herman 
C.  Fleitmann,  a  dry  goods  importer  in 
New  York,  with  a  summer  home  at 
Noroton,  Conn.,  has  offered  to  defray 
half  the  expense  of  five  Stamford 
young  men  or  the  full  expense  of 
three  at  the  Plattsburg  military  train- 
ing camp  or  on  a  naval  training 
cruise.  He  made  the  offer  to  the 
Stamford  branch  of  the  National  Se- 
curity League,  which  has  decided  to 
defray  part  or  all  of  the  expenses  of 
ten  young  men  at  the  Plattsburg 
camp  or  on  one  of  the  naval  training 
cruises.  Mr.  Fleitmann  is  an  Ameri- 
can, born  of  German  parent-. 
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MAW^-  WtfEfeES   MY    ARMY  CLOTHES 
AND  MY  CAMP    K»T)  -  BLANKETY" 
BLANK!?:  —  YOU  MEVER.  CAN 
FIND    ANYTH/NG  /N 


From  the  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  Journal 


THE  STORY  OF  THE  MOBILIZATION. 

The  above  picture  represents  Uncle  Sam  looking  for  his  army 
equipment  when  the  Militia  was  ordered  to  the  Mexican  border.  The 
House  of  Representatives  has  already,  by  a  unanimous  vote,  directed 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  answer  vital  questions  concerning  the  con- 
ditions under  which  the  troops  were  moved.  Every  section  of  the 
country  has  contributed  reports  of  lack  of  equipment,  delay  in  trans- 
portation, raw  recruits  sent  to  the  border  without  uniforms,  and  other 
evidences  of  unpreparedness.  It  is  fortunate  for  the  nation  that  we 
were  not  meeting  a  well-equipped  and  veteran  force. 
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A  WORD  TO  OUR  MEMBERS. 


This  issue  of  Our  Country  is  pub- 
lished because  there  are  many  impor- 
tant things  to  be  said  to  the  members 
of  the  National  Security  League. 

We  want  to  thank  these  members, 
first  of  all,  for  their  earnest  response 
to  our  appeals  for  letters  to  be  sent  to 
Senators  and  Representatives.  Our 
records  show  that  over  20,000  indi- 
vidual letters  were  sent  to  Washing- 
ton, and  there  must  have  been  thou- 
sands sent  of  which  we  have  no  knowl- 
edge. 

We  want  to  thank  them,  also,  for 
their  enthusiastic  efforts  to  make  the 
preparedness  parades  a  success.  Over 
2,000,000  men  and  women  marched  in 
these  parades  in  various  cities. 

The  National  Security  League, 
through  its  members,  has  done  great 
work  in  awakening  the  entire  country 
to  a  realization  of  our  defenseless  con- 
dition. There  is  still  much  to  be  de- 
sired in  the  way  of  army  legislation, 
but  it  is  safe  to  say  that  except  for  the 
work  of  the  League  there  would  have 
been  no  increase  in  the  army  personnel 
or  appropriations.  The  navy  bill  prom- 
ises to  be  a  more  adequate  measure, 
responding  in  large  degree  to  the  de- 


mand of  the  American  people  for  ade- 
quate protection. 

And  now  the  National  Security 
League  is  going  forward  to  greater 
things. 

It  designs  to  make  effective  its  decla- 
ration of  principles,  diligently  im- 
pressing upon  the  country  the  fact 
that  universal  military  training  and 
service  is  the  foundation  of  adequate 
land  defense. 

It  proposes  that  the  next.  Congress 
shall  be  pledged  to  preparedness — real, 
not  sham,  preparedness. 

It  will  not  rest  until  the  present  to- 
tally inadequate  and  vicious  army  leg- 
islation is  corrected. 

It  will  make  the  Preparedness  and 
Efficiency  Congress  in  Washington 
next  January  a  tremendous  force  for 
economy  and  efficiency  in  government, 
because  our  lack  of  defense  is  sympto- 
matic of  inefficiency. 

These  are  the  vitally  important  ac- 
tivities which  will  engage  the  thought 
and  energy  of  the  League.  With  the 
persistent,  hearty  and  combined  sup- 
port of  all  its  members  it  will  continue 
to  accomplish  results. 


ARMY    APPROPRIATION  BILL 
ALLOWS  FOR  INCREASE  OF 
ONLY  3,000  MEN. 


From  the  New  York  Tribune. 

Washington,  June  18. — A  careful 
study  of  the  army  appropriation  bill, 
reported  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives yesterday  by  Chairman  Hay.  is 
under  way  at  the  War  Department, 
and  is  expected  to  reveal  the  com- 
pleteness of  Mr.  Hay's  victory  over 
preparedness.  Although  the  Hay- 
Chamberlain  army  reorganization  bill, 
signed  by  the  President,  provides  for 
increasing  the  army  to  about  180.000 
men  by  five  annual  stages,  the  limited 
appropriation  makes  it  impossible, 
army  officers  say,  to  add  more  than 
3.000  men  to  the  regular  establish- 
ment. 
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A  Great  Congress  Planned 

The  National  Security  League  Will  Add  Another  Important 
Achievement  To  Its  Long  List 

The  unqualified  success  of  the  National  Security  Congress  held 
in  Washington  last  January  under  the  auspices  of  the  National  Se- 
curity League,  as  well  as  the  marked  effect  on  public  sentiment  pro- 
duced by  the  League  Congresses,  has  resulted  in  a  determination  to 
hold  a  similar  gathering  in  Washington  next  January. 

The  dominant  tone  of  the  Congress  will  be  Constructive  Patriot- 
ism, Preparedness  and  Efficiency,  with  especial  attention  to  the  devel- 
opment of  a  sentiment  in  favor  of  universal  military  training  and 
service. 

The  Congress  will  be  participated  in  by  the  most  distinguished 
men  of  the  nation,  irrespective  of  politics,  and  invitations  will  be  sent 
not  only  to  branches  of  the  National  Security  League,  but  to  commer- 
cial organizations  and  to  patriotic  and  defense  societies  in  every  sec- 
tion of  the  United  States. 

At  the  National  Security  Congress  last  January  the.  attendance 
averaged  over  1,000  persons  at  each  session,  and  it  is  certain  that 
this  number  will  be  very  largely  increased.  It  is  the  intention  to  make 
the  coming  Congress  one  of  the  most  important  ever  held. 

Members  of  the  League  should  bear  the  event  in  mind,  and  make 
every  arrangement  to  be  in  Washington  next  January. 

A  Declaration  of  Principles 

The  National  Security  League  holds  with  our  Military  and  Naval 
specialists  that  our  present  relative  Military  and  Naval  weakness 
would  render  us  an  easy  victim  to  the  aggression  of  any  first-class 
power  and  that  the  cardinal  requirements  for  such  a  state  of  Prepared- 
ness as  will  obviate  the  dangers  to  which  we  are  exposed,  are  as 
follows : 

First — Compulsory  Military  Training  and  Service,  wholly  under 
National  control,  for  all  physically  fit  male  citizens. 

Second — A  Navy  of  such  strength  as  to  make  the  United  States 
the  second  naval  power  in  the  Atlantic  and  concurrently  the  first  in 
the  Pacific. 

Third — That  Congress  should  immediately  make  provision  where- 
by the  industrial  and  transportation  facilities  of  the  Nation  may  be 
effectively  mobilized  in  case  of  need. 

The  League  will  continue  to  strive  for  these  objects  and  for  such 
conditions  as  are  necessary  to  fully  achieve  them. 

New  York,  June  29th,  1916. 
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SUPPORT    THE  NATIONAL 
SECURITY  LEAGUE. 


From  the  Chicago  Tribune. 

Every  citizen  should  put  his  active 
influence  back  of  the  constructive  pro- 
posals of  the  National  Chamber  of 
Commerce  committee  on  preparedness 
and  those  of  the  National  Security 
League  and  the  Navy  League.  These 
constitute  a  broad  and  well  considered 
program  which  Congress  should  be 
compelled  to  put  into  effect. 


The  Pacifists 


Go  thrust  your  fingers  in  your  ears;  close  tight 

your  eyes  lest  you  might  see; 
And  cry  aloud  to  all  the  world  that  what  is 

not  can  never  be! 
Parade  your  pretty  platitudes;  and  brag,  and 

chatter,  and  debate, 
That  with   your  clamor  you  may  drown  the 

footfalls  of  approaching  Fate. 

6ry  down  the  weak,  misguided  souls,  who  prate 

of  peril  in  the  night; 
Nor   heed   what   things   are   being   done  by 

peoples  not  too  proud  to  fight. 
Go,  get  you  forth  to  buy  and  sell— to  swell 

your  swollen  wealth  by  trade — 
For  you  have  prospered  and  done  well:  why, 

therefor,  should  you  be  afraid? 

But,  some  day,  when  the  storm  shall  break; 

when  you  shall  reap  what  you  have  sown; 
God!  What  red  penance  shall  you  make!  Nor 

shall  your  blood  and  tears  atone 
For  all  the  boasting  that  you  did — for  all  the 

lies  you  listened  to— 
For  all  the  things  you  might  have  done — for  all 

the  things  you  did  not  do! 

And  when  your  crippled  cruisers  creep,  ex- 
hausted, into  port, 

To  tell  the  tale  of  sister  ships,  now  left  to  be 
the  sport 

Of  slimy  things  that  crawl  and  writhe  along  the 

ocean's  bed, 
To  bask  on  your  dishonored  decks  and  feast 

upon  your  dead — 
And  when  your  feeble  army  breaks  before  a 

foeman's  hate, 

Leaving  your  fat  and  wealthy  towns  defenceless 

to  their  fate — 
The  clutching  claws   of   Loot   and   Flame  to 

strip  your  laden  shelves — 
Your    daughters    ravished    ere    they    have  a 

chance  to  kill  themselves!  _ 
Then,  think  you,  that  a  wearied  God  will  aid 

you  yet  once  more, 
And  come  to  your  defence  again,  as  He  has 

done  before? 
No!  All  the  prayers  you  scream — or  whine — 

unheeded  will  arise, 
To  lose  themselves  in   echoes  in  the  reaches 

of  the  skies; 
And  blood  will  be  upon  your  hands — the  blood 

of  men  who  dared 
To  fight   for  you,   who  sent  them  forth  un- 
trained and  unprepared. 

— Gordon  Wilson. 

New  Brunswick,  N.  J. 


IN  UNIFORM  ON  THE  BORDER. 


Many   League   Branches   Suffer  Be- 
cause Their  Officers  Are  Serving 
Their  Country. 


Many  of  the  branches  of  the  Na- 
tional Security  League  have  suffered 
because  their  officers  have  donned  the 
uniform  and  gone  to  the  border  in  re- 
sponse to  the  call  of  the  President. 
Some  of  these  branch  officers  are  as 
follows: 

Capt.   Wesley   King,   Chairman   Utah  bAnch, 

Salt  Lake  City. 
Dr.  Robert  Sievers,  President  Bordentown,  N. 

J.,  branch. 

Adj.  Gen.  Charles  H.  Cole,  Chairman  of  the 
Massachusetts  division. 

Alexander  Laughlin,  Jr.,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  Mem. 
ber  Executive  Committee  of  the  National  Or- 
ganization. 

Emil  C.  Rawitzer,  Secretary  Memphis  branch. 
Capt.    Robert   Morris,    Secretary  Philadelphia 
branch. 

James  M.  Sheen,  Secretary  Atlantic  City,  N.  J., 
branch. 

Guy  Bates,  Secretary  Summit,  N.  J.,  branch. 

Major  John  W.  Loveland,  Chairman  Englewood, 
N.  J.,  branch. 

Capt.  Richard  M.  Stockton,  Member  Borden- 
town, N.  J.,  branch. 

Capt.  O.  D.  Oliphant,  Member  Newark,  N.  J., 
branch. 

J.  Beaumont  Spencer,  Former  Member  Execu- 
tive Committee  of  the  National  Organiza- 
tion. 

Capt.  John  M.  Satterfield,  Member  Buffalo,  N. 
Y.,  branch. 

Capt.  Victor  W.  Hungerford,  Secretary  Colo- 
rado Springs,  Col.,  branch. 

In  addition  to  these  names,  Dr.  S. 
Parkes  Cadman,  a  member  of  the 
Brooklyn  branch,  has  gone  as  Chap- 
lain in  a  New  York  Regiment. 

Nearly  every  branch  has  reported 
that  from  one  to  twenty  of  its  mem- 
bers have  gone  to  the  Texas  border 
wearing  a  government  uniform. 
These  members  prove  their  faith  in 
preparedness  by  their  works. 


THE   NATIONAL  SECURITY 
LEAGUE. 

(From    the    London    Daily    Mail,    April  27.) 

.  .  .  "And  when  the  people  real- 
ized how  absolutely  unprepared  they 
were,  a  movement  was  started  called 
the  'National  Security  League,'  which 
has  branches  in  every  state,  and  num- 
bers adherents  by  tens  of  thousands." 


We  had  better  make  it  our  business 
to  provide  adequate  defense  or  we 
may  not  have  any  business  to  defend. 


OUR  COUNTRY 
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IMPORTANT  NOTICE  TO 
MEMBERS 

Write  your  Congress- 
man at  once  to  vote  for 
the  Naval  Bill  as  passed 
by  the  Senate. 

This  is  the  only  real 
defense  measure  yet 
broughtbefore  Congress 
An  organized  opposition 
to  the  Senate  naval  bill 
is  already  on  foot  in  the 
House. 

uThe  real  fight  for  a 
real  Navy  is  just  begin- 
ning."—  Evening  Sun, 
July  22d,  1916. 


THE    RECORD    OF  CONGRESS. 


A  Pamphlet  Which  Gives  the  Votes 
of  Senators  and  Representatives. 


The  National  Security  League  has 

recently  issued  a  pamphlet  giving  the 
record  of  Senators  and  Representa- 
tives in  Congress  upon  the  four  prin- 
cipal defense  measures  which  have 
been  voted  upon,  as  follows: 

The  Kahn  Amendment,  increasing  the  regu- 
lar army  as  proposed  in  the  Hay  bill. 

The  creation  of  a  Volunteer  Reserve  Army 
entirely  under  Federal  control. 

The  increase  of  the  regular  army  to  250,000 
men. 

The  effort  to  increase  the  naval  bill  as  re- 
ported to  the  House  by  the  addition  of  two 
battleships. 

This  record  of  votes  has  been  care- 
fully compiled  and  shows  the  attitude 
of  every  Senator  and  Representative 
on  these  important  propositions. 

The  pamphlet  will  be  sent  to  any 
address  upon  application. 


We  love  peace;  therefore,  we  must 
throw  about  her  our  strong  arms  of 
defense. 


EXPOSED  TO  THE  SPARKS 


From  the  Jersey  City,  N.  J.,  Journal. 


WHAT  BUSINESS  MEN  SAY. 


They  Want  a  Larger  Army  and  Uni- 
versal Military  Training. 


The  Merchants'  Association  of  New 
York  City  has  adopted  a  resolution 
declaring  that  the  experience  of  the 
recent  mobilization  demonstrates  that 
our  present  military  system  "has 
shown  such  inherent  and  glaring  de- 
fects as  to  prove  it  unreliable  and  im- 
practical." 

The  Association,  therefore,  asks  for 
the  immediate  recall  of  the  National 
Guard  troops  now  on  the  Mexican 
border  and  for  the  repeal  of  the  statute 
Federalizing  the  National  Guard.  In 
place  of  the  present  plan  the  Asso- 
ciation demands  an  increase  of  the 
regular  army  up  to  275,000  or  300,000 
men  and  universal  military  training 
of  young  men  during  the  nonproduc- 
tive period  of  their  lives  in  order  that 
a  reserve  of  from  500,000  to  1,000,000 
men  may  be  created. 
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A  VICTIM  OF  UNPREPAREDNESS. 

The  above  picture,  reproduced  from  the  Pittsburgh  Gazette-Times,  shows  a 
recruit  with  uplifted  hand  pointing  at  the  words  "A  Victim  of  Unpreparedness." 
This  conjunction  of  the  recruit  and  the  sentence  was  a  remarkable  but  unintentional 
coincidence.  The  picture  carries  its  own  lesson.  Help  The  National  Security 
League  to  obtain  adequate  national  defense  by  becoming  a  member.  Fill  in  the 
attached  blank  and  mail  it  with  your  remittance  TO  DAY. 


The  National  Security  League,  Inc. 

31  PINE  STREET,  NEW  YORK 
I  desire  to  be  enrolled  as  a  member  of  The  National  Security  League,  Inc. 

in  the  class  which  I  have  designated  below  with  a  cross-mark  X,  and  I  enclose 
my  check  herewith  for  $  in  paj-ment  for  dues. 

f  ....Life  $25.00  ) 

MEMBERSHIP    )  ....Contributing  (yearly). .  .$5.00  f  (Indicate  class  of 

/   Annual  $1.00 


membership  desired) 


Name  %  

(Please  write  name  and  address  with  particular  care). 

Address]  City 

I  Street   


Dated  191   State  

Make  check  payable  to  The  National  Security  League,  Inc. 

Depository— Columbia-Trust-Company. 


